
Sustainability Committee Meeting Minutes 

4/10/14 

 

Attendees: James Taylor, Justin Lemmons, Adam Bauernfeind, Blair Romain, Chuck Hubbuch, 

Lauren, Matt Davidson, John Kantner, Samantha Lento, Meghan Orman, George Androuin, 

Neal Fisher, Signe Evans, Albina Mikhaylova, Vince Smyth, & Kevin Anderson. 

 

Meeting began at 11:04am. 

 

James opened the meeting discussing the upcoming installation of hydration stations in the ECO 

center and by the Ogier Gardens. The recent campus sustainability forum went well and the 

Environmental Center is looking to do one again. Chuck suggested making it longer than an hour 

with less structure, for networking purposes. Don’t Mess the Nest will be occurring at freshman 

orientation again this year. The event will inform students what can be recycled on campus and 

where they can find more information.  

 

The Environmental Center is looking to put more sustainability information on its website, 

promoting projects around campuses that are sustainable. James is trying to think of the best 

method for getting the information out there: press releases, newsletters, Facebook, Osprey 

updates, or other creative ways. James will be working on the upcoming STARs report. The 

report focuses on how the university can improve curriculum, human resources, and the training 

of staff to be sustainable. The report will be due September 2015. A big part of what the 

committee will talk about next year is how we compare to what other campuses are doing to 

become more sustainable. The report could provide more direction to each sustainability 

subcommittee. 

 

Dr. Rossi is creating a list of classes and research that UNF is conducting for sustainability for 

the STARs report. Meghan talked about an upcoming project involving k-12 schools who would 

work with UNF to increase sustainable practices. Chuck mentioned that Adam and Justin have 

added quite a few species to the inventory list, which will help us in the future for the preserve. 

Justin talked about Eco road animal crossings that are all being used by a variety of species, and 

how they have helped to reduce the amount of road kill on the road. 

 

Vince talked about the upcoming draining of the pond by the new garage extension and having to 

relocate those fish into other ponds. This summer the campus bus stations will all be powered by 

solar energy. Vince said that LED lighting will be installed in the new garage, maybe lot 14 and 

physical facilities as well. 

 

James discussed the reusable cup program. Chartwell’s has a cup already that gives students a 10 

cent discount when used, but not many people know about it. The goal of the reusable cup 

program is to reduce paper cup use and promote school spirit. At last year’s Garbage on the 

Green, a majority of the trash was cups, and this reusable cup program could be a practice to start 

more recycling initiatives. Lauren is creating a survey to ask students how they would use the 

reusable cup. Still working on how cups will be sold on campus, we need to find the best way to 

make the biggest impact. According to Danielle from Chartwell’s, 65,000 paper cups for soda 

are used. 



 

Cleaning Out the Nest is Saturday 19
th

 from 10am-1pm. The Environmental Center is also 

partnering with Sigma Chi for a used textbook collection from April 14-25. Money raised will go 

towards the Wounded Warrior Project. 

 

This summer James wants to work on addressing the Wall Street Journal on campus that is not 

being used. He suggests trying to shift to the electronic version. However, Business students pay 

a fee for the service, may not go over well with them. Maybe we don’t need as many? We need 

to try to figure out how much students use. Each year there are hundreds of pounds of unopened 

newspapers at Garbage on the Green. 

 

The ECenter will also be collecting desktop printer cartridges. James says we should make a 

volunteer program for students to pick up these printer cartridges on campus. Any money 

collected can go to sustainability funds. 

 

Neal says that the project manager office is working on the carpooling project, and is still in the 

process of being approved. The IT department needs to finish reviewing the project as well. 

From the ECenter survey, people are more interested in carpooling than everything else. We 

need some incentives to get people to carpool, like a removable parking pass or a discount for the 

main driver. 

 

Nothing new to report, as far as progress on the car charging stations. Everyone agrees they will 

reduce the University’s carbon footprint, and will be a good image for the University. 

Jacksonville was rated 34 out of 34 major cities in sustainability practices. Neal mentions that 

there are only 10 charging stations in the entire city. John is setting up a meeting with the alumni 

committee pitching the idea of a charging station being donated by the class of 2015 (or other 

years) with a plaque. Solar is a good way to reduce costs of the charging stations as well, and 

would be more fundable. Chuck suggested that we maybe get car manufacturers involved as 

well. Local dealerships can’t sell electric cars without having a charger in the dealerships. Neil 

says there are grants available, but we need to research it more. 

 

James suggested maybe giving people the option to donate money to projects such as the 

charging stations when they buy a parking pass. Vince says that it is possible, but would require 

a bigger discussion and additional software. Meghan suggested a removable pass for those with 

electric cars as an incentive. Albina mentioned that having the stations will help STAR survey 

standing and University image. George stated that maybe we shouldn’t have the option to donate 

after paying for a pass (that people already don’t want to spend money on), have it as a separate 

option. John says it is all about how you phrase the donation. James will approach IA looking 

into the matter more. Either way it will be a good way to obtain funding for the Sustainability 

committee. 

 

This concludes the Sustainability Committee meetings for the semester. Meetings will pick back 

up in the fall. 

 

Meeting ended at 12:02pm. 


